2SO    CONTRIBUTIONS TO "THE EXAMINER"

the notorious cheat of the brewers at Portsmouth,1 detected
about two months ago in Parliament, cannot by any law now
in force, be punished in any degree, equal to the guilt and
infamy of it. Nay, what is almost incredible, had Guiscard
survived his detestable attempt upon Mr. Harley's person, all
the inflaming circumstances of the fact, would not have
sufficed, in the opinion of many lawyers, to have punished
him with death;2 and the public must have lain under this
dilemma, either to condemn him by a law, ex post facto
(which would have been of dangerous consequence, and
form an ignominious precedent) or undergo the mortification
to see the greatest villain upon earth escape unpunished, to
the infinite triumph and delight of Popery and faction. But
even this is not to be wondered at, when we consider, that
of all the insolences offered to the Qu[een] since the Act of
Indemnity, (at least, that ever came to my ears) I can hardly
instance above two or three, which, by the letter of the law
could amount to high treason.

From these defects in our laws, and the want of some dis-
cretionary power safely lodged, to exert upon emergencies ;
as well as from the great acquirements of able men, to elSde
the penalties of those laws they break, it is no wonder, the
injuries done to the public, are so seldom redressed. But
besides, no individual suffers, by any wrong he does to the
commonwealth, in proportion to the advantage he gains by
doing it. There are seven or eight millions who contribute
to the loss, while the whole gain is sunk among a few. The

1                                               "Some very considerable abuses," the chancellor of the exchequer
informed the House of Commons on January 3rd, 171$, "have been
discovered in the victualling."   It appears that the seamen in the navy
were allowed seven pints of beer per day, during the time they were on
board. In port, of course the sailors were permitted to go ashore, but the
allowance was still charged to the ship's account; and became a per-
quisite oi the purser.   It often happened that the contractors did not
send in the full amount of beer paid for, but gave the purser money in
exchange for the difference.   The scandal was brought to the attention
of the House as stated, and a committee was appointed to inquire into
the abuse.   On February i$th the House considered the committee's
report, and it was found that Thomas Ridge, Member for Portsmouth,
contracted to supply 5,513 tons of beer, and had delivered only 3,213.
Several other brewers of Portsmouth had been guilty of the same fraud.
Mr. Ridge was expelled the House the same day.   [T. S.]

2                               See Swift's "Journal," quoted in notes to No. 33, ante, p. 214. [T. S.]